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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Come Sail Away, 
Come Sail A-Gay 


As I type this, it’s a pleasant 46 degrees outside. My window’s cracked 
open. My winter jacket’s stashed away. It’s here. It’s here. SPRING IS 
HERE. 

Patience is a virtue, Minnesota! Yes, we got more damn snow than 
anyone asked for. Yes, we had cold snaps so brutal that we all hated 
ourselves just a little bit. And yes, the combination of icy roads, slippery 
sidewalks, and terrible winter motorists would make even the most men- 
tally fortified person go insane. 

But we are strong! We are Minnesotans! And we have prevailed! And 
now that spring—and, eventually, summer—will give us the love we all 
deserve and earned, it’s high time to pack up the suitcases, book those 
flights, and give you our 2019 Spring & Summer Travel Issue! 


Here we'll be previewing the Stonewall 50/WorldPride celebration 
set to take place in New York this June in time for the 50th anniversary 
of the iconic Stonewall riots, and we also learn about VACAYA and Celeb- 
rity Cruises, two GLBT-friendly cruise lines that’ll give you the seafaring 
experience of a lifetime! 

On top of that, Steve Lenius unveils this year’s Mr. Twin Cities 
Leather, Randy Stern takes a road trip through the Windy City, and our 
old friend Jen Parello returns with her brand new column “Everyday 
Drama”! 

But enough of my yapping, get to reading! And then go outside, for 
God's sake, spring has sprung! We made it! Ё 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Oppy We Hardly Knew Ye 


“My battery is low and it’s getting dark,” 
translated the ones and zeros beamed from 
Mars rover Opportunity back to NASA's flight 
controllers on Earth, June 10, 2018. 

“Oppy”, as the little rover was known to 
those flight controllers and followers world- 
wide, never again responded to the “Oppor- 
tunity, Wake Up!” list (Beatles’ “Here Comes 
the Sun,” David Bowie’s “Life on Mars,” Gloria 
Gaynor’s “I Will Survive” among them). After a 
final attempt with Billie Holiday’s “ГЇЇ Be See- 
ing You”, Oppy was declared dead this Feb. 13. 

Thomas Zurbuchen, head of NASA’s sci- 
ence missions, referred to “Our beloved Op- 
portunity,” while project manager John Callas 
announced, “This is a hard day... Even though 
its a machine and we're saying goodbye, it’s 
still very hard and very poignant... but we 
came to that point.” 

Oppy parlayed a 90-day mission into nearly 


fifteen years of service, traveling 28.6 miles, 
before being stilled by a severe, months-long 
dust storm. Jet Propulsion Laboratory direc- 
tor Michael Watkins noted, “I cannot think of 
a more appropriate place for Opportunity to 
endure on the surface of Mars than one called 
Perseverance Valley...The records, discover- 
ies and sheer tenacity of this intrepid little 
rover is testament to the ingenuity, dedication, 
and perseverance of the people who built and 
guided her.” 

Over millennia, origins long lost, most tribal 
cultures have held the world view that “Every- 
thing is alive.” “Everything” embraces not only 
humans and animals, but stones, bricks, mold, 
teddy bears, toxic waste, Martian rovers: ev- 
erything. 

Easy for the modern world to dismiss as 
“anthropomorphism”, or “Pathetic fallacy”, 
but everything-is-alive permeates our modern 


lives. Bill Mauldin’s iconic WWII cartoon of a 
grieving soldier preparing to shoot his ruined 
Jeep with a .45; declutter guru Marie Kondo 
suggesting thanking discarded items for the 
service they have given; kintsugi, “golden join- 
егу”, the Japanese art of reanimating broken 
pottery with seams of gold. 

Only in the mid-1980s were infants acknowl- 
edged to feel pain, frequently undergoing sur- 
gery without anesthetic. More recently we’ve 
learned that trees and molds communicate 
as earlier studies revealed the intricate social 
lives of bees and ants. Knowledge at the molec- 
ular level continues to grow, ever broadening 
our understanding of “alive.” Perhaps we will 
achieve the wisdom of our earliest ancestors. 

Three cheers for Martian citizen Oppy! ll 
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wellsfargo.com 
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THE BELDENVILLE TROLL: A 
NEW ENGLAND GOTHIC 
Through Apr. 14 

Open Eye Figure Theatre, 506 E. 24th St. 
Minneapolis 

612-874-6338 

openeyetheatre.org 

Joel Sass is one of the most innovative 
directors—not to mention, set designers— 
around. He had a collaboration with Kimberly 
Richardson a few years ago for The Red Shoes. 
Inspired by the Hans Christian Andersen fairy 
tale, it was a supremely imaginative work of 
theater for which Richardson was named Lav- 
ender Performance of 2017. Now Sass returns 
to the same Open Eye Figure Theatre space for 
a companion piece that uses puppetry and live 
actors to reflect on the end of childhood and 
the beginning of adulthood. Neal Skoy, who 
recently gave a forceful performance as Henry 
the troubled youth in Sass’s glorious produc- 
tion of The Skin of Our Teeth for Girl Friday, 
is featured along with Chloe Bell and Maxwell 
Mainwood. 

Sass relates that “in Troll, we’re continue 
our creative grafting of fairytale themes and 
folklore onto surprising settings by utilizing 
a creepy museum of compelling artifacts, ani- 
mated shadow puppets, and live performers to 
explore the obscure history and eccentric in- 
habitants of a small town in rural Maine. The 
audience assumes the role of detective, sifting 
through the conflicting memories of townspeo- 
ple who share stories of a peculiar village boy 
who may or may not have been a Changeling— 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Beldenville Troll. Photo by Bruce Silcox 


Cyrano de Bergerac. Photo courtesy of the Guthrie 
Theater 


a troll-child left behind to impersonate a kid- 
napped human. I'm thinking of this new show 
as a ‘New England Gothic’ that is simultaneous- 
ly a ‘who-done-it’ and a love story... funny, poi- 
gnant, and definitely a little scary.” Sass warns: 
“A troll may not be the only dangerous creature 
you can encounter in the village of Beldenville.” 


COSI FAN TUTTE 
Through Mar. 31 
Historic Mounds Theatre, 1029 Hudson Rd. 
St. Paul 
612-343-3390 
www.skylarkopera.org 

Skylark Opera is willing to go outside the 
box on questions of gender and sexuality. 
Last year, director Robert Neu brought forth 
a transcendent production of the trans opera, 
As One. This year he shifts gears, while still 
impelling us to think on other questions in that 
realm with Cosi Fan Tutte. He points out that 
it “is an opera that's often shunned because its 
perceived as silly and sexist. At the same time, 
it's one of Mozart's finest scores and was writ- 
ten with his great libretto, Lorenzo Da Ponte: 
the same team that gave us the masterpieces 
Don Giovanni and The Marriage of Figaro. But 
we maintain there is a way to make this piece 
work—the women in it are really written to be 
much stronger than they are portrayed, and 
the men are pretty much bone heads and not 
as ‘in charge’ as they think they are. We want 
to contemporize the piece and encourage a new 
way of looking at these characters and their ac- 
tions—and by doing so, bring new vitality and 


relevance to Mozart’s masterpiece.” Skylark’s 
production is sung in English. 


THE CRADLE WILL ROCK 


Through Apr. 7 
Gremlin Theatre, 550 Vandalia St., St. Paul 


800-838-3006 
www.franktheatre.org 


Actor Hector Chavarria always brings queer 
insights to his stage performances, including 
the current one in Frank Theatre’s revival of 
the classic labor folk opera, The Cradle Will 
Rock by Mark Blitzstein—a piece developed by 
the Federal Theater Project in 1937. This was a 
New Deal government program of the Works 
Project Administration (WPA). The projects 
involved tended toward social consciousness 
and gave theater artists respectability in a time 
when the U.S. still had a strong puritan legacy 
bedrock. Orson Welles directed that first pro- 
duction. Wendy Knox has directed the current 
Frank revival which she first staged to acclaim 
for Frank in 2003. 

Chavarria plays Dauber, the artist, describ- 
ing him as “an over the top, flamboyant man 
who isn’t afraid to let his presence be known— 
as a matter of fact he demands it. What I love 
about the character is the queerness that I’m 
allowed to bring to him. The musical is set in 
the 1930s, a time when being queer wasn’t very 
welcomed in society, so it means a great deal to 
allow Dauber to be openly gay and let his fabu- 
lous femininity take center stage, even when he 
is not supposed to be center stage.” 
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Hedwig and the Angry Inch. Photo by Allen Weeks 


CYRANO DE BERGERAC 
Through May5 

Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd St., Minneapolis 
612-377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 

Edmond Rostand’s 1897 play about a man in 
love, but ashamed of his oversized nose, is one 
of the most popular classic plays ever. Guthrie 
Artistic Director Joseph Haj, a man with a mag- 
ic touch for classic plays, has adapted what may 
be the best-loved stage work to ever come out 
of France. His own understanding of French 
as well as consulting two early English trans- 
lations—one in prose, one in verse—has aided 
his creative process. 

Haj shares, “Rostand’s play is spectacular. I 
wanted to pursue the original rhythms of the 
piece and amplify Rostand’s central examina- 
tion of where beauty actually resides. For all it’s 
dazzle, this is a deeply human play about how 
we take a single blemish and let it eclipse our 
best selves. It touches our hearts in places we 
can’t escape. And we can all see ourselves in it.” 


HEDWIG AND THE ANGRY INCH 
Through May 5 

Ritz Theater, 345 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
612-339-3003 


John Cameron Mitchell impacted pop cul- 
ture like a dynamo with the musical and the 
film, Hedwig and the Angry Inch. The current 
Theater Latte production offers three major 
talents in performance: accomplished musical 


actor Tyler Michaels plays the title role. Jae 
Owen Eisenberg, memorable in Mixed Blood’s 
staging of Taylor Mac’s iconoclastic Hir, plays 
Yitzak. Legendary trans drummer Jendeen 
Forberg of All The Pretty Horses and The 
Wolverines signs on with her dark glam/heavy 
metal signature. 

Peter Rothstein, who staged last year’s ex- 
quisite production of the Lavender Scare opera, 
Fellow Travelers, continues his examination 
of queer content with co-director Annie En- 
neking. Of the Hedwig production, Rothstein 
shares, “I’m obsessed with notions of transcen- 
dence, the problem of love, and the vitality be- 
hind radical self-definition.” 


THE MIKADO 


Through Apr. 7 
Howard Conn Fine Arts Center at Plymouth Con- 


gregational Church, 1900 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 
(651) 255-6947 
www.gsvioc.org 

Rick Shiomi has a stellar reputation as a 
stage director who focuses expertly on Asian 
themes. The man known locally as the vision- 
ary behind Theater Mu, the region’s premier 
theater for Asian-themed work, has actually 
copyrighted a version of The Mikado. This is 
especially notable because the Gilbert & Sul- 
livan classic has met with angry controversy 
because of its Asian stereotypes, but Shiomi 
felt there were enough elements within it to re- 


deem it. He acknowledges what calls its great 
humor and music and sees it as reminiscent of 
Monty Python. He has directed his version for 
the acclaimed Gilbert & Sullivan Very Light 
Opera Company. 

Shiomi shares, “There has long been a 
view that Gilbert and Sullivan set The Mikado 
in Japan rather than England, to avoid any 
governmental backlash. By setting the oper- 
etta in Japan, they could critique the governing 
powers while making it seem about a distant 
and foreign nation; though such terms as the 
‘Archbishop’ and ‘Chancellor of the Exchequer’ 
clearly refer to British society. Our version has 
restored their critique of the country of its orig- 
inal intent while retaining the wonderful Gil- 
bert and Sullivan music and humor. Of course 
we have made our own additions to the produc- 
tion such as new lyrics for the List song, cell 
phones, DNA references and cricket playing.” 

Shiomi also points out that “over the past 
few decades, as general social sensitivities have 
caught up with the perspectives and feelings of 
of Asian-Americans in regard to The Mikado, 
traditional productions of it have encountered 
protests and criticism because of Asian stereo- 
types inherent in the operetta. Our production 
hopes to free the operetta from these concerns 
by dropping the Asian setting and focusing 
upon the British society as Gilbert and Sullivan 
saw it.” ll 
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PRIDE STRONGER 


THAN THE WORLD IS WIDE 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


New York City prepares to host WorldPride 2019 


Fifty years ago, the Stone- 
wall riots catapulted the GLBT 
community into a new phase 
of the gay rights movement. 
Since then, Pride celebrations, 
parades, marches, and protests 
have only gotten bigger and 
stronger—just like the com- 
munity. 

WorldPride is an an- 
nual international celebration 
hosted in various cities around 
the world. From Madrid to To- 
ronto, WorldPride has spread 
the rainbow across many 
countries, but until now, the 
Olympic-like event has never 
graced the United States. Suit- 
ably, WorldPride 2019 is taking 
place in New York City at the 
same time as Stonewall 50, a 
celebration of the Stonewall 
riots’ 50th anniversary. 

“The city of New York has 
completely embraced the an- 
niversary of Stonewall—even 
the state as a whole is thrilled. 
The New York Public Library 
opened a historical exhibit 
about Stonewall and queer 
history in February, and the 
month of June is obviously the 
primary focus of the events 
happening in New York,” says 
NYC Pride media consultant 
Cathy Renna. “It’s been excit- 
ing to see the city, the state, the 
country, and even the world 
embrace Stonewall 50 with this 
year’s WorldPride.” 


and Stonewall 50 celebration. 
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The closing ceremony for NYC WorldPride will shut down Times Square, making it the biggest Pride event in history. 
Photo by Collins Nai 


Renna says WorldPride/ 
Stonewall 50 is a celebration 
unlike any other because it 
truly has something for every- 
one in the community and all 
allies. 

“From cultural to educa- 
tional events to parties to the 
march itself, there are more 
than 50 events spread out all 
across New York City,” Renna 
says. 

The opening ceremony will 
be in Brooklyn, and the closing 
ceremony will be a historic 
event: they will be shutting 
down Times Square, making 
it the largest Pride event in 
history. 

“People can expect the 
pride of a lifetime. In many 
ways it has already taken over 
the entire city. You can’t get 
on public transportation and 
not be around a ton of queer 
people,” Renna says. “The 
whole city is embracing it from 
businesses to museums and 
cultural arenas, everybody 
knows WorldPride is going to 
be happening in New York.” 
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The Pride Parade in New York this year promises to be the biggest celebration 
ever. Photo by Madison Voelkel 


Expect a fair amount of VIP rooftop parties in NYC for Pride this year. Photo by 


Ryan Kobane 


Renna says the state is 


funding a visitor center that will 


open in April, which will have 
resources so people can access 
everything going on during 
WorldPride. Also, she says visi- 
tors should keep in mind that 
New York is much more than 
Manhattan. 

“Someone coming to New 
York City should see all of the 
city. Go to Brooklyn, Queens, 
Bronx, Staten Island—see it 
all,” she says. 

From family movie night 
or the Pride film festival to the 
cosplay party or human rights 
conference, Renna says there 
will be more than enough ac- 
tivities for everyone’s interests. 
For foodies, Savor Pride should 
be at the top of your list. Not 
only will it be chockfull of tasty 


treats, but it also raises money 
for charities in the community. 
Renna says several Stonewall 
veterans, including one who is 
still a bartender at the Stonewall 
Inn, will be attending the rally. 
“Tt will be a look at the 
past, present, and future of our 
community. We also have Youth 
Pride, which focuses on free, 
alcohol-free events accessible 
to young people,” Renna says. 
For the trans and non- 
binary folks, Renna suggests 
“Tease”, and for the music lov- 
ers, “Pride Island” will get you 
on your feet, especially since 
Melissa Etheridge is headlin- 
ing. Renna says the event she’s 
most excited for is the “Femme 
Fatale” women’s party, which 
is a rooftop party at the end of 
Pride weekend. 


Feeling heroic? WorldPride's festivities will include a fabulous cosplay party. 
Photo by Chris Gagliardi 


Renna says she can’t think 
of a time when it would be more 
important than now to have 
WorldPride in New York City. 
Along with the anniversary of 
Stonewall, she says the current 
political climate and setbacks 
the GLBT community is facing 
in the United States make it the 
perfect location for the biggest 
Pride celebration in history. 

“Fifty years seems like a 
long time, but historically, it 
can be the blink of an eye. It’s 
very important to be visible 
but also celebrate who we are. 
What I really like about Pride 
is that it can be something 
different for everyone. There’s 
something for everybody in 
New York this year—no one 
will come here and not find 
something that connects with 


who they are,” Renna says. 
NYC Pride is partnering 
with several hotels in the area 
for visitors from all over the 
world. These hotels include: 
Archer Hotel New York, W 
New York — Times Square, 
Arlo SoHo, Row NYC, Marriott 
Marquis, W Hoboken, Arlo No- 
Mad, Freehand New York, The 
Tuscany, The James New York 
— SoHo, Concorde Hotel New 
York, Courtyard Downtown 
WTC, Avalon Hotel New York, 
W New York — Downtown, 
Sheraton Tribeca, W New York 
— Union Square, The James 
New York - NoMad, and Four 
Seasons New York Downtown. 
For more information about 
WorldPride/Stonewall 50, visit 
2019-worldpride-stonewall50. 
nycpride.org. Е 
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SAIL LIKE A 


CELEBRITY 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


GLBT-friendly cruise lines VACAYA and Celebrity Cruises 
are here to give you the trip of a lifetime. 


For their inaugural season, VACAYA is offering five unique vacations to destinations including Provincetown, Iceland, and Budapest. Photo courtesy of VACAYA 


Do you ever just want to set 
sail on an open sea, ice-cold 
mojito in hand, and forget 
all your responsibilities back 
home? Well, what’s stopping 
you? Your dream vacation is 
right around the corner with 
VACAYA and Celebrity Cruises 
ready to sweep you off your 
feet and onto a lounge chair in 
the sun. 


VACAYA CEO and co-found- 
er Randle Roper says VACAYA 
is the first large-scale full-ship/ 
resort GLBT vacation company 
for adults to launch in decades 
and is the only company on the 
planet catering to the entirety 
of the rainbow community. 

“VACAYA’s Mission is to 
fulfill the vacation dreams of 
all adults who believe ‘love is 


love’ through our commitment 
to highly-personalized world- 
class service, quality experi- 
ences, and unmatched value. 
We believe consistent, ethical, 
and quality interactions with 
our guests, business partners, 
employees, and community 
will result in loyal long-term 
relationships,” Roper says. 
VACAYA is committed to help- 


ing make the world a better place 
by inspiring guests to volunteer, 
donate, and promote human 
understanding to those less 
fortunate within the communities 
they visit around the globe. 

For VACAYA's 2019-20 inau- 
gural season, they partnered 
with Celebrity Cruises, Emer- 
ald Waterways, Ponant, and 
UNICO Hotel Riviera Maya. 


Continued on page 22 
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Celebrity Cruises will be positioning most of its fleet to Europe and Alaska for this spring and summer. Photo courtesy of 


Celebrity Cruises 


“When searching for the 
perfect partners and destina- 
tions we look for ones that are 
truly connected to the LGBT+ 
community—ones who’ve 
shown a commitment to equal- 
ity, that are safe, and that offer 
truly authentic experiences,” 
Roper says. 

VACAYA offers fun and 
easy vacations with custom- 
ized itineraries, personalized 
service, tailored entertainment, 
welcoming activities, friendly 
parties, and transformative 
moments. VACAYA charters 
the entire ship or resort so 
all guests have the freedom 
to express their individuality, 
make personal connections, 
celebrate life, rev up, or simply 
relax together. 

For their inaugural season, 
VACAYA is offering five unique 
vacations, both on land and at 
sea, to destinations including 
Provincetown, Iceland, and 
Budapest. 

“We offer vacations with 
a price range that covers all 
budgets, from students and 
the more economical trav- 
eler to the luxury traveler. 


It’s important to us that ALL 
members of our community 
have access to travel, and we 
work tirelessly to make that a 
reality,” Roper says. “We also 
give quite a number of rooms 
away to worthy organizations 
like HRC and GLAAD as part of 
our ReachOUT and Cabins For 
Causes campaigns.” 

The founders of VACAYA 
have over one hundred years 


of experience in entertain- 
ment, hospitality, and GLBT 
travel. Roper says they take 
that knowledge and push the 
bounds of social activities. 
From unexpected parties and 
fun mixers to big family meals 
and myriad surprises along the 
way, a VACAYA trip is all about 
connections. 

“We bring people together. 
Our goal is to have every per- 


son who travels with us leave 
the experience with no fewer 
than 20 or so new friends. And 
those friends will be from all 
walks of life and from all cor- 
ners of the globe,” Roper says. 
Like VACAYA, Celebrity 
Cruises is all about the experi- 
ence. After all, it is a cruise 
fit for a celeb! Allycia Auxier, 
Celebrity Cruises market sales 
manager, says through their 
involvement in a diverse array 
of charitable organizations and 
activities—from local initiatives 
to global projects that affect 
millions—Celebrity Cruises 
aspires to open up the world to 
make people’s lives better and 
inspire others to do the same. 
“We offer modern luxury 
cruising worldwide as well as 
an amazing Alaska land pack- 
age and unique, immersive 
shore excursions. Some unique 
destinations we offer include 
the Galapagos Islands, Nor- 
wegian fjords, Iceland, and the 
Arabian Gulf,” Auxier says. “In 
spring and summer, we move 
most of our fleet to Europe and 
Alaska, both amazing desti- 
nations. Guests can explore 
rugged Alaska or soak up the 
sun in the Mediterranean. 
There are lots of great options 
to choose from!” 


Celebrity Cruises offers GLBT weddings, full ship charters, and onboard meet-ups for the rainbow community. Photo 
courtesy of Celebrity Cruises 
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Auxier says Celebrity 
Cruises offers perks as part of 
your cruise price, which elimi- 
nates onboard purchases and 
ultimately drives more value 
to the guest. Through April 3, 
guests can choose from two 
of four perks at no additional 
cost. Choose from their Classic 
Beverage Package, unlimited 
high-speed wi-fi, stateroom 
gratuities, or a $150-per-person 
on board credit. 

Though Celebrity Cruises 
isn’t an exclusively GLBT 
cruise company, Auxier says 
the community is an important 
part of their clientele. 

“In 2018, we received the 
‘LGBTQ Friendly’ award from 
the Gay Travel Awards. We’ve 
also received Cruizie awards 
from MeetMeOnBoard.com 
for the last four consecutive 
years,” she says. “We truly 
believe in having diversity and 
inclusion on board our ships 
so it’s exciting to see that come 
across officially through these 
accolades.” 

Auxier says they offer 
GLBT weddings, full ship char- 


3 


\ 


Celebrity Cruises offers trips to amazing locales including the Galapagos Islands, Norwegian fjords, Iceland, and the 
Arabian Gulf. Photo courtesy of Celebrity Cruises 


ters, and onboard meet-ups so 
fellow travelers can easily find 
each other on board if they 
wish. 

“We are really fortunate 
to have our President and 
CEO Lisa Lutoff-Perlo support 


inclusion efforts by sponsoring 
LGBTQ+ events such as Pride,” 
Auxier says. 

“Гуе said it time and 
again—you have to take a stand 
to stand out—and I am proud 
to say Celebrity Cruises stands 


with the LGBTQ+ community,” 
Lutoff-Perlo says. 

For more information about 
VACAYA, visit www.myvacaya. 
com. For more information 
about Celebrity Cruises, visit 
www.celebritycruises.com. li 


VACAYA is the first large-scale full-ship resort GLBT vacation company for adults to launch in decades. Photo courtesy of VACAYA 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS | PHOTO BY STEVE LENIUS 


Kurt Patton is Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2019 


Kurt Patton became Minnesota’s newest 
leather titleholder during the Mr. Twin Cities 
Leather (TCL) 2019 competition on Saturday, 
Feb. 16 at The Saloon. Then, at Sunday’s Vic- 
tory Brunch (also at The Saloon), Jude Stanek 
was presented with this year’s Robert “Bob- 
bie” Smith Community First! Award. 

The weekend was sponsored by Twin 
Cities Leather & Latte, The Saloon, and The 
Nicollet Diner. Lavender Magazine was the 
media sponsor. As Mr. Twin Cities Leather 
2019, Patton will represent Twin Cities Leath- 
er & Latte and Minnesota’s leather communi- 
ty in the 41st annual International Mr. Leather 
competition (www.imrl.com), May 23-27, 
2019 (Memorial Day weekend), in Chicago. 

Although the contest judges could only se- 
lect one new titleholder, all of the contestants 
represented themselves proudly, especially 
during the speech segment of the competi- 
tion. Their words from the stage were authen- 
tic, inspiring, and powerful. Here are some 
excerpts from the evening’s speeches. 

Contestant #1, Blake Hunter: “A com- 
munity leader I respect and look up to has a 
phrase that he uses a lot: I am my brother’s 
keeper... I can honestly say I would not be up 
on this stage if I did not have the community 
that is here tonight... We as a community are 
marginalized from every direction, especially 
these days, with censorship, prejudice and 
just plain ignorance. And sometimes all we 
have is each other. I will take that phrase and 
make it more inclusive: I am my community's 
keeper; we are each other's keepers." 

Contestant #2, Ash: "I am a transgender 
man of color. I’m real. I’m human. I am alive. I 
want to use the restroom to safely pee in com- 
fort. I want to get home safely, to not worry about 
who’s behind me while I’m walking down the 
street. I want to go on a date without someone 
asking me what’s in my pants as an icebreaker. I 
am a man. Respect and use my pronouns. They 
are not ‘preferred.’ They’re mine.” 

Contestant #3, Kurt Patton: “Hello, com- 
munity! I say ‘Hello, community’ tonight and 
not ‘ladies’ or ‘gentlemen’ or ‘those beyond 
the binary’... I say ‘Hello, community’ tonight 
because as I look over the faces in front of me 
in the audience, at all of you, I see more than 
any adjective can contain. Because we contain 
multitudes. And my definition of community 
contains those multitudes. Because it contains 


Mr. TCL Contestants in Their Own Words 


The five contestants for Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2019, left to right: Ray Charging Hawk; The Urban Mayan; Kurt 
Patton, Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2019; Ash; and Blake Hunter. 


every person who feels that they should be- 
long. And not only that, it doesn’t stop there. 
It makes space for those who don’t yet know 
they [belong].” 

Contestant #4, The Urban Mayan: When 
I was little, my sister and I were both adopted 
from Honduras... Every morning I looked at 
myself in the mirror, and I asked myself, who 
am I? As a Latino adopted into a white fam- 
ily... was the color of my skin and my culture 
irrelevant?... Could I even consider myself 
a Mayan even though I lived thousands and 
thousands of miles away from my home ter- 
ritory?... Two years ago, my husband and 
I went to Chichen Itza, and I ran into a local 
man.... and he said ‘Welcome home.’ After 
having a long conversation with him... all of 
my insecurities washed away... I knew that I 
was complete. So, take a DNA test. Ask your 
family about your ancestors. Because it’s nev- 
er too late to ask that very important question: 
Who am 1?” 

Contestant #5, Ray Charging Hawk: 
“One of my earliest childhood memories was 


of moving to a new school and trying to make 
new friends. I approached a girl with the same 
name as me and asked her to play. She replied, 
"You're ugly and brown. I don't want to play 
with you.' That theme seemed to continue on 
throughout my life—from asking someone 
out on a date and getting the reply ‘Eww! No!’ 
to my ex-husband telling me he was ashamed 
to be seen with me because I looked like a boy. 
Over time I became angry and bitter. At the 
age of 11 I took my first drink of alcohol. And 
suddenly I was ten feet tall. I was handsome, 
and I was funny. I was everything I thought I 
wanted to be but wasn't... Before I knew what 
had happened, I looked in the mirror to find 
a 31-year-old alcoholic who drank a bottle of 
Jack a day staring back at me. Sick and tired 
of being sick and tired, I made the life-altering 
decision to sober up one day at a time. Today, 
Istand before you on the two-year anniversary 
of that day, still sober and, more importantly, 
I stand before you as the authentic version 
of myself, not the person I think you want to 
see.” Ш 
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Traveling to Chicago on Business 


According to every publication, statistics aggregator, and our own 
local business community, Chicago remains the number one destination 
to visit from our extended readership region. 

While we see Chicago as a larger GLBT mecca for fun, frolic, and 
sightseeing, many of us travel to Chicago on business. In fact, Chicago 
remains our primary business travel destination from the Upper Mid- 
west region. 

Among a large number of business travelers to Chicago is yours tru- 
ly. I travel to the Chicagoland area at least two times a year for this col- 
umn and other related content. This trip has been done by car, air, train, 
and intercity bus. You could say that I have used practically every way 
possible to get to Chicago to conduct the business of automotive media. 

As we are a strong business travel segment onto ourselves, perhaps 
we should look at Chicago from that perspective. How do we travel for 
business? What works best for what we do to accomplish our goals on a 
business trip? And, how do we do so as a GLBT business traveler? 

First off, we should not lump the entire Chicagoland area into one 
bucket. Traditionally, we would conduct our business inside the city of 
Chicago, but that is not always the case. We do find ourselves in the sub- 
urbs outside the city, where a lot of major businesses are headquartered 
in the area. 

Think of it as employing two different ways of traveling to Chicago. 
That is usually the case when I travel there—at least one trip covering 
the city, and at least the another one in the suburbs. 

How does one approach a business trip to Chicago, even if you have 
to travel to the suburbs? Here’s how I approach these trips... 

HOW DO I GET THERE? While statistics show that we will more 
often travel by air, we do find ways to get into Chicago. And yet, we of- 
ten debate which airport to go through, which airlines to take, the best 
route to travel by car, and so forth. If you travel by air, both O’Hare and 
Midway airports usually offer convenient access to the expressway and 
tollway systems by car, as well as direct access by the Chicago Transit 
Authority’s “Т” system. 

If you're traveling by Amtrak or by intercity bus, you will find yourself 
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in The Loop. You will have to find a way out of the city’s core. If your 
work takes you into the city, the CTA system is your best way around, 
along with taxis, ride-hailing services (Lyft and Uber), and car sharing 
services (car2go, Share Now, Zipcar, and Maven). 

Getting in by automobile actually works best if your work takes you 
to the suburbs. Public transit is not that accessible the further out from 
the city of Chicago. Taxis and ride-hailing services can be a bit expensive 
compared to being in the city. It is a long drive—around six hours to The 
Loop—but if your business trip happens to be in Schaumburg, Downers 
Grove, Orland Park, Naperville, or any other suburb, your automobile is 
your best way to get around out there. 

GETTING AROUND. For suburban travelers, you may have to 
consider renting a car from the airport you are flying into. One tip I’ve 
found when renting a car: check the coverages, taxes, and fees before 
you book. There was once a time when those extra charges were less 
at O’Hare than Midway, especially the Loss Damage Waiver. It has gone 
now in favor to Midway Airport rentals where everything is actually less 
or equal. The vehicle rates are actually better out of O’Hare. 

One thing to consider when driving in the suburbs are the toll roads. 
Some rental cars have toll transponders applied to the windshield of their 
vehicles. They will clock the tolls used and will be billed at the end of 
your rental. Be prepared for those extra charges. 
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OUR RIDES BY RANDY STERN 


If your travels take you into the city, it is worth repeating that you can 
take advantage of the CTA, ride-hailing services, and taxis. Traffic can 
be a bit daunting during the day — in particular, morning and afternoon 
rush hour. Take the time not to rush and find yourself stuck in a taxi or 
ride-hailing service behind some seriously heavy traffic. And, yes, the 
СТА trains and buses can get crowded during rush hour, too. 

'The point being is to find a comfortable way to get to your appoint- 
ments and meetings on time. Allow some time, if things seem a bit heavy 
out there. Again, this is not just for Chicago specifically, but in every 
instance, you have to travel on business. 

MAKING YOUR STAY WORTH IT. The one thing I had the best 
luck in is finding good accommodations whenever I travel either in the 
city or out in the suburbs. There maybe has been one place I did not feel 
at home or to work in. That should tell you about a majority of the hotels 
across the Chicagoland area. 

Do I have any specific recommendations? The list is long and scat- 
tered across a few spots in the area. However, I've found that a good rate, 
combined with great services and amenities will make your business trip 
a successful one. This is not just for Chicago, but anywhere you have to 
travel for work. 

Another good tip is to try to position where you want to stay to where 
you need to be. Because a hotel in Schaumburg is less expansive than 
the one right by the place where you will be working out of in Oakbrook 
Terrace or Naperville, there will be an extra cost in gas, tolls, and time — 
all of which you could be spending on the higher hotel rate. 

'The same goes for the city. Every year, I work the Chicago Auto 
Show at McCormick Place. There are now a few hotels that have popped 
up right by the convention center. Most years, I end up on the other side 
of The Loop—River North or Magnificent Mile, to be exact. I know that 
Ishould stay right by McCormick Place, but let that serve as an example 
of what not to do when you are planning your business travel on your 
own. Be strategic and position yourself near where you need to be. 

HOW ABOUT THE GLBT FACTOR? Chicago has a great GLBT 
scene in Lakeview East and Andersonville, among some neighborhoods. 
On business trips, how often do we find ourselves with enough free time 
to visit the clubs, bars, and shops? The suburbs have a less visible scene, 
which usually sends one into Chicago itself. If your answer to finding 
GLBT life anywhere in Chicago is "there is an app for that", make sure 
you contact your spouse or partner before you touch those apps. 

Seriously, Chicago is a great town that is usually friendly where it 
counts. If you have friends and acquaintances you can trust to know 
where to go, then the downtime you have on these business trips will be 
worth it. This is an important tip for those who have ventured into the 
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GLBT community in the Chicagoland area. 

One thing to consider is safety. Chicago is a great city, but it has had 
its headlines in the new regarding crime and general public safety. As 
with any large city, be protective of yourself and trust how you get from 
one place to another, even on business. 

I am simply scratching the surface when it comes to traveling on 
business to Chicago as a GLBT person. We have our own ways to deal 
with the travel, the traffic, the hassle, and the downtime while we are 
away from home. My best advice is to simply be on top of your game. 
That way, you can walk into the hotel lobby, climb into your Uber, drive 
down the tollway, and walk into your appointment with the confidence in 
making this journey a successful one. E 
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SCOTT Join our Team of Caregivers 


Right at Home is seeking compassionate, caring and reliable people who are 
interested in working together to accomplish our mission: Improving the 
Quality of Life for Those We Serve. 


enior Real Estat cialist 
SUED ЗЕ We provide flexible, rewarding, part-time employment for caring people that 


MN Choice Homes Team want to help seniors live at home. Visit our Website to Apply. 


RESULTS 3 

612-805-8880 e | 

Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! in Home | zan skn € 
www.scottbelcher.com igit en ment 


2012 Business of the Year 


No matter how you frame it, Right People. Right Services. Right Approach. Right Mission 


Follow us on 


O Swedish Do it Right... 


Motors Or Not At All. "21 
g / 


The Twin City's Premiere Independent ШІ VVILLCI a 
Volvo Sales and = 
Repair Shop 


Lavender Magazine “iavmag - Jul 10 
ШЫ Our canine Genk enjoy ir outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by € 


Lavender Magazine “iavmag · Jul 
ШЫҢ More and more people аге теме with pets, and ¢ commonshotel i 
ahead of the curve on this one. c Р50Х] (by -ueck) 


Lavender Magazine “sv Jul 1 
It's time to Ld ue v patio! Have ues heard of these new outdoor 
spots? ow.ly/Ps0Ge (by e) 


washburn-mcreavy.com 


Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 


STEEL ROOFING & SIDING 
GREEN-DURABLE 


QUARVECOM (763) 785-1472 SINCE 1983 


Ше LL 
METAL ROOFING & SIDING сучт. 
ОЕ МІММЕЅОТА Quarye 


For a FREE planning guide ot ers 
ызы 0125777841 QUARVE CONTRACTING, INC. MN LIC: ВС00616 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 31 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing@lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce work- 
ing to invigorate, build & partner for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St, Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and certifi- 
cates in acupuncture/Chinese Medicine, 
chiropractic, massage therapy, and B.S. 
completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender 
affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics 
and Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, and 
supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824.11FE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 
tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 


www.reddoorservices.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, 
celebrating 40 years! Listen on air or 
online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM| is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 


Twin Cities" best live entertainment: Broad- 


way shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our community 
as a symphony orchestra internationally recog- 
nized for artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 


Hosting, presenting, and creating perform- 


ing arts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 

An award-winning chorus building com- 
munity through music and offers entertain- 
ment worth coming out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
board members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for alll. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 

No matter who you are, or where you are 
on life's journey, you are welcome here! 
3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 
www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes yov. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 

www.İssmn.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise 
/ Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@DiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 


www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and 
B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 
www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. Volun- 
teering for social & environmental causes. 
(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 
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International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


HOUSE CLEANING 
М , PROBABLY WON'T 
V KILL YOU BUT WHY 
|| ТАКЕ ТНЕ CHANCE?! 
x > 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


EMPLOYMENT 


SPRING IS COMING. Pet Yard Pickup needs tempo- 
rary scoopers. Plenty of hours available. We provide 
tools, supplies, and transportation from the office. 
Call (612) 788-8390 or Email petyard(@petyardpick- 
up.com or visit www.petyardpickup.com. 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
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Enjoy driving, working outdoors, and being inde- 
pendent? Pet Yard Pickup has hours and needs you. 
Part time. Weekday shifts. Must have own vehicle. 
Call (612) 788-8390, Email petyard(apetyardpickup. 
com or visit www.petyardpickup.com. 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 Commercial & Residential 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
Serving you for over 100 years! S==SINCE 1914 
н ODERLIN 
D PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 
Bill’s Monthly Memberships 
stag 5 Star Rated Ranges 612-721-4080 
За Huge Retail Selection К 3 e 
gun әнор2 Training Classes Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
7i Range 3 Emergency Service Available 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 
HOME SERVICES LICENSE #58002PM & 32728 
fae huff Advertise your business in 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


Se State Farm 


Davina Baldwin | ^ 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Couples Counseling 


marylouisegooch.com 


REAL ESTATE 


COLDUJOGLL Ma 
BANKGR O 


BURNET 


aller fean 


11 Live Wel... Invest Wisely! 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com Matthew Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


Like us 


facebook.com/Lavender Magazine 
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ж.  LAVENBER'S 


/ FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


THURSDAY 


APRIL 4 * 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


KOHLER. Signature Store 
by First Supply 


KOHLER 
SIGNATURE STORE 


7101 FRANCE AVE. S. * EDINA 


Register to win a Sensate™ Touchless Pull-Down 
Kitchen Sink Faucet. Retail Value: $897 


£g = STILLWATER 


ИЛ 
T BIRTHPLACE OF MINNESOTA 


HOSTED BY DISCOVER STILLWATER 
TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 


ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A 
CHANCE TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


FEATURED NON-PROFIT: 
DINING OUT FOR LIFE 
^ MINNESOTA 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/CALENDAR/LAVENDERS-FIRST-THURSDAYS 
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OUR VOICES 


EVERYDAY DRAMA | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Dog Park Diary 


We leave for the park at 7 a.m. We used to go much earlier—between 
4 and 5 a.m. Before coffee. Га hustle my little pack out of the house and 
into the car. 

But this was before the skunk attack of 2016. A skunk managed to 
spray all three dogs in one blast before we left the backyard. My screams, 
the dogs’ hysteria, and that smell (burning tar) woke my spouse, Chris- 
tina. She is not a morning person. She had warned me repeatedly about 
the early morning outings disturbing her sleep. She came storming into 
the yard and into a thick cloud of oily stench, and I knew our pre-dawn 
park visits were over. 

So, now we leave at 7. A marital compromise that pleases neither of us! 

We arrive at the park, and all three dogs are thrilled. They never 
know where they’re going when I put them into the car. It’s almost al- 
ways someplace fun. But it might be to the vet or to their arch-nemesis: 
the groomer. It’s a dice toss, and I can tell they spend a lot of time think- 
ing about it. Because, really, what else do they have to think about? Their 
surprise and delight reminds me of when my parents took my two broth- 
ers and me to spend a Sunday looking at carpet. Then, on the way home, 
they unexpectedly turned into the parking lot of Adventureland. 

I open the gate and they tear off, barking their fool heads off, looking 
for their friends. I have my own dog park friends. My favorite park friend 
is named Kat. I have spent no time thinking about the irony of having a 
dog friend named Kat. She is a former Navy captain who has a teenager 
with cystic fibrosis. She wants to retire to Florida. She’s in love with a 
professional wrestler. I learned all of this within the first five minutes of 
meeting her. I made friends with her as easily as my French bulldog, 
Nettie, made friends with Kat’s dog, Oreo. 

But Kat is not at the park today. Instead, I see Bailey’s mom walking 
toward me with great purpose. I roll my eyes at my schnauzer, Livia. 
Livia is the most mature member of my pack and understands my mid- 
dle-aged impatience for spending time with people I dislike. She shows 
her disdain for Bailey’s mom by refusing to curry favor with this human. 
Instead, she stares off into mid-distance and leans against my leg. 

Bailey's mom (I've never bothered to learn her name) is 15 years 
younger than me. She's the type of lesbian I would have tried to win 
over when I was in my 20s and 30s. She's self-important and has a stupid 
haircut. One of the benefits of aging is recognizing what's worth the ef- 
fort, and what’s not. 

My indifference towards Bailey’s mom has, of course, attracted her 
to me. If only Га known in my 20s that indifference, not pandering, is 
the secret to attracting jackasses. She thrusts her phone in my face and 
says that she’s posted a picture of my dog Nettie on her Instagram. I pull 
out my phone and look up her account, only to find that it’s private. She 
debates out loud whether to give me access. The account is just for close 
friends, she says—an invitation and a threat. This is the type of idiot she 
is. I shrug, which results in her quickly approving my access. I pointedly 
turn off my phone, round up the dogs, and head home. 

Christina is up and bleary-eyed when we arrive home. She complains 
that we woke her when we left. But she’s not skunk-level angry. I open 
Bailey’s mom’s Instagram and we make fun of her stupid pictures. 


NEW ADDITION AT THE SHADE 
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Budget Payments - Trades Welcome 


15102 Minnetonka Industrial Ва. Minnetonka, MN 55345 
952-444-5500 - 2ndshade.com 
New • Used : Rental • Repairs • Storage 


Best ships. 
Best destinations. 
Best premium cruise line. 


Book your Europe vacation today. 
EBRITY | Contact your travel advisor 


celebrity.com | 1-800-CE 
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— —.* Visit celebrity.com for full details. Offer expires April 3, 20% 
/ Stateroom categories. Additional restrictions apply. 020191 E ruises Inc. Ships' registry: 
g3 Malta and Ecuador. 


Explore the Old World with the best cruise line 

in Europe—nine years running—and on the best 
new ship, Celebrity Edge“. With world-class 
accommodations, unrivaled culinary experiences 
designed by our Michelin-starred chef, and service 
that anticipates your every need, our award-winning 
ships in Europe are the perfect complement to one 
of the world’s most unforgettable destinations. 


Celebrity М Cruises: 


SAIL BEYOND BORDERS’ 


